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Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, I am very

disturbed by what has been going on
around here lately. We have a disaster
bill that is awaiting action by this
body, but it is getting bogged down by
all kinds of shenanigans, every she-
nanigan known to man. Granted, a sup-
plemental appropriations bill always
ends up being a Christmas tree that ev-
erybody tries to hang their favorite or-
nament on, but in the meantime we
have people who are desperately in
need of assistance.

I have seen in my home State of
South Dakota and the States of North
Dakota and Minnesota the displaced
families, the devastated homes and
businesses, the dead livestock, some
200,000 in my State alone. I have seen
the roads and bridges that have been
obliterated by this year’s weather. If
we are going to help these people, then
let us get on with it. Construction sea-
son in my State is very short. We have
a limited amount of time to get the
work done that is necessary to get our
people back on their feet.

I would be the first one in this body
to admit that we have a budget process
that is broken. In fact I am willing to
lead the charge to fix it. An automatic
continuing resolution has been sug-
gested as a possible solution. I am the
cosponsor of a bill that I think is a bet-
ter solution, a budget reform act that
would change the 1974 Budget Act and
make it workable. But I do not think
this is the time or the place to have a
discussion about this issue. We are
going to have an automatic continuing
resolution. It may be good policy, but
it is bad timing.

I would suggest to this body that the
people of my home State of South Da-
kota—and those like them in North
Dakota and Minnesota and around this
country who have been affected by dis-
asters and are waiting the assistance
that is in this disaster package—de-
serve to have that assistance. I am get-
ting tired of all the games that are
being played, the political games. We
have loaded up this bill to the point
that we cannot even recognize it any-
more.

The supplemental appropriations bill
has desperately needed disaster assist-
ance in it, and I think that it is high
time that we took the action that is
necessary to move the disaster bill for-
ward through the House. The bill came
out of the Senate today. Let’s get it to
conference and get the assistance to
the people who really need it. If we do
not do that, the people who have been
affected by this disaster are going to be
the real losers.

I urge my colleagues in the House to
move quickly and decisively next week
to see that we in a very expeditious
way get disaster assistance in the
hands of the people in our States who
are desperately in need of assistance.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. THUNE. I yield to the gentleman
from Maryland.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I just
wanted to comment on the gentleman’s

statement, as I just spoke about Fed-
eral employees. Obviously the shut-
down of Government which the con-
tinuing resolution to which he speaks
attempts to preclude that from happen-
ing, but I want to join the gentleman
in his remarks that getting this disas-
ter relief and getting this bill to the
President as soon as possible ought to
be our priority. Then he and I and oth-
ers who want to make sure that the
Federal Government does stay in oper-
ation so that not only employees but,
as important if not more important,
those who government serves are not
adversely affected, will continue. But I
agree with the gentleman that we
ought to stop trying to load up this
supplemental and move it as quickly as
possible. I hope the gentleman’s efforts
are successful in that regard.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, I would
say to the gentleman from Maryland
that I very much want to avert any fu-
ture Government shutdowns. This is
not the appropriate vehicle to deal
with that.

f

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to claim the time
of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr.
WYNN].

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.
f

ANNUAL COMMEMORATION OF
PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr. CUMMINGS]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I wish
to call attention of our colleagues to
the annual commemoration of Public
Service Recognition Week and to relat-
ed activities occurring here in Wash-
ington this week. As I do so, however,
I wish to take just a moment to point
out that, as we celebrate the good news
about Federal employees achieve-
ments, they have just received a dose
of bad news from the budget nego-
tiators who have agreed to cut Federal
pay in order to reduce the deficit.

I am opposed to this cut and I along
with the gentleman from Maryland
[Mr. HOYER] have recently introduced
House Resolution 71, which rejects it.
The gentleman from Maryland [Mr.
HOYER] is to be commended for his tire-
less work on behalf of Federal employ-
ees. I thank him for his leadership in
this area.

Mr. Speaker, each May the Presi-
dent’s Council on Management Im-
provement and the Public Employees
Roundtable launch activities in cities
across our Nation which highlight ex-
cellence in public service at the Fed-
eral, State, and local government lev-
els. The organization’s objectives are

to inform Americans about the con-
tributions of public employees, to the
quality of our lives, to encourage ex-
cellence in Government and to promote
public service careers.

Activities in my own hometown were
kicked off last Friday by the Baltimore
Federal Executive Board which held its
30th annual excellence in Federal ca-
reer awards program at Martin’s West
in Baltimore County. Forty-one Fed-
eral agencies submitted a total of 202
nominations for the board’s consider-
ation. Among the 13 first-place gold
award winners were Henry Powell, a
customer service representative with
the IRS who was recognized for com-
munity service; Mary Lisa Ward, a spe-
cial agent with the U.S. Customs Serv-
ice, who was recognized as an outstand-
ing administrator; and Richard
Laughlin, a quality assurance special-
ist at the Defense Contract Manage-
ment Command, who was recognized as
an outstanding technician.

Mr. Speaker, while I only have time
to call a few names out, I believe that
each award recipient and each person
nominated deserve recognition and our
thanks. This past Monday, the Public
Employees Roundtable held a cere-
mony here on Capitol Hill and pre-
sented its breakfast of champions
awards to representatives of excep-
tional programs at each level of Gov-
ernment.

Among the 1997 award winners at the
Federal level were the Internal Reve-
nue Service telefile program and the
Department of State’s Overseas Citi-
zens Service. Other programs receiving
special recognition this year were the
Defense Personnel Center in Philadel-
phia, PA, the Veterans Benefits Admin-
istration in Muskogee, OK, and the
U.S. Army Europe’s foreign military
interaction program.

Beginning today, May 8, and continu-
ing through May 11, over two dozen
Federal agencies and employee organi-
zations will have exhibits set up in
large tents on the national Mall at
Third and Independence Avenues here
in Washington. The public is invited to
come out to learn more about the func-
tions of these agencies and the services
that each provides. Some of our mili-
tary bands and other groups will pro-
vide entertainment during this family
oriented event.

Mr. Speaker, Public Service Recogni-
tion Week offers all Americans, espe-
cially young people, the opportunity to
learn more about the Government and
the rewarding careers available. It also
provides the opportunity to thank
those who serve us daily for their ef-
forts. I believe that our public service
employees should be valued and re-
spected by all Americans, and the ac-
tivities occurring this week across the
Nation make it crystal clear why this
is so.
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